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GEN. XViii. 1 9. 


For I know him that he will com- 
mand his Children and his Houſ- 
hold after him; and they ſhall 
keep the Way of the Lord, to do 
Juſtice and Tudgment, that the 
Lord may bring upon eAbraham 
that which he bath ſpoken of him. 


D E Hiſtory of the Patriarch 
dS Abraham will not only afford 5 
us a bright Example for our 

Imitation of a ſirong Faith, by 

which we give Glory to God, 
— when like him,we ſtagger not 

at the Promiſe thro' Unbelief ; and of unlimi- 
ted Obedience unto God, as a Proof of a true 
and living Faith, as when He, at the Divine 

Command, left his Native Country and 

his Kindred and Father's Houſe, to go 

where God ſhould lead him, not know- 
ing otherwiſe whither he went; or when 
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offered up his Son Iſaac, who was the 
85 of the ene and the Son of his 
Love: But in him alſo Parents and Maſters 
of Families have an illuſtrious Example to 
follow, in their religious Care of their Chil- 
dren and Houſhold. _ | 

A very conſiderable Part of this firſt 
Book of Moſes called Geneſis, is taken up 
with the Account of this eminent Patri- 
arch ; and in this 18th Chapter we find 


an Account of God's gracious Appearance 


to him, and favourable Converſe with 
him, as with a Friend: And it was 
Abraham's higheſt Honour, that he was 
called the Friend of Gd, James 2. 23. In 
what God ſaid at this Time, we may ob- 
ſerve he informs this good Man, with his 
Purpole of Mercy to himſelf, and his Fa- 
mily, and indeed to the whole World, that 
Sarah his Wife ſhould have a Son, v. 10. 
that in a little Time ſhe ſhould bear and 
bring forth the Son of the Promiſe, in whom 
the Seed was called, and from whom the 
Meſſiat ſhould ſpring, in whom not only 
his Family, but all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed. And then he acquaints 
him with his Purpoſe of Wrath againſt S- 
dom and the Neighbouring Cities whoſe 
Cry was great, and their Sins very grieVous. 
And tis remarkable, that God ſpeaketh af. 
ter ſuch a Manner, as to intimate a Sort of 


argu- 
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arguing with himſelf, whether he ſhould 


reveal this Matter to Abraham, or no; Shall 


I hide from Abraham that Thing which I do, 


v. 17. And then he 1s 1 to aſſign two 


Reaſons why he would acquaint this his 
Favourite with his Deſign; namely, 

1. Becauſe he was a peculiar Favourite 
of the God of Heaven. He was a Perſon 
for whom God had done much, and to 
whom God had promiſed more. Abrabam, 
ſaith the Lord, ſhall ſurely become a great 
and mighty Nation, and all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, v. 18. And 
if we enquire into the Force of this Rea- 
ſoning, it is plainly to be reſolved into the 
Sovereign Grace and good Pleaſure of God, 
who will have Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy: whoſe uſual Method is this, to mul- 
tiply his Favours on the Veſſels of Mer- 
cy, all of which are free and undeſerved. 

2. Becauſe Abraham was, and would be 
careful to communicate what he knew of 
the Will and Works of God unto his Chil- 
dren and Houſhold after him. For I know 
him, ſaith God in my Text. that he will 
command his Children and his Houſhold af 
ter him, &c. Some would read my Text 


thus, 


» ͤ— 
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thus, I will make known unto him | Abra- 
bam] what J do, to the end that he na com- 
mand his Children, Oc. But as the He- 
brew Text, nor the moſt ancient Verſions 
will not admit of this Reading; fo it is a 
needleſs Alteration, and ſpoils the Senſe in 
Part, which, according to our Tranſlation, 
intimateth God's Approbation as well as his 
Knowledge of Abraham's pious Care, in the 
good Government of his Family : And on 
this Account, God was pleaſed to eſteem 
him a very fit and proper Perſon, to be more 
fully informed of that tremendous Judg- 
ment, he was about to bring upon Sodom 
and Gomorrha; which was not only for the 
Puniſhment of thoſe who then ſuffered, 
and a Warning to other Sinners who lived 
at or near that Time, but was to be 4 
laſting Monument of God's Juſtice through- 
out all Generations; or in the Words of 
St. Peter, for an Enſample unto thoſe that 
afterwards ſhould live ungodly, 2 Pet. 2. 6, 
Now in Order to this, the Knowledge there- 
of muſt be tranſmitted down to Poſterity, 
and that by Oral Tradition, till Writing 
mould be invented or uſed, which was 
not till above 500 Years after ; and who 
ſo fit to be intruſted with this Matter as 
faithful Abraham ? who would remind his 
Children and Houſhold after him of this 
amazing Judgment, and teach and com- 
mand them to make a right Ule thereof, 

in 
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in particular, hereby to prevail on them 
to keep the Way of the Lord, and to do Ju- 
ſtice and Judgment, that ſo the like De- 
ſtruction might not overtake them, but on 
the contrary, the Lord might bring on them 
that which he had ſpoken of, and promiſed 
Abraham and his Seed. 

In my Text, we may take Notice of 
three Things, viz. 

1. The Thing it ſelf, for which Abraham 
is ſo juſtly commended, and in which he 
ought to be imitated by us; namely, His 
religions Care of his Family. The Manner 
in which he manifeſted his Care, is thus ex- 

reſſed; He will command his Children and 
is Houſhold : The Syiac Verſion reads it 
thus, He will exhort them: and the 
tuagint uſeth a Word, that fignifieth the 
right conſtituting and ordering of his Fami- 
ly : And the Meaning is this, Abraham would 
ehave himſelf in a perſect Way, and walk 
within his Houſe with a perfect Heart; as 
David reſolved to do, Pſal. 101. 1. As a 
Man of Knowledge, he would inſtruct his 
Houſhold ; and as a Man of Authority, he 
would command his Family. The principal 
Matter about which he gave Inſtructions 
and Commands, was the Buſineſs of Reli- 
gion; that all under his Care and Charge, 
might keep the Way of the Lord, and do 
Juſtice and Judgment. And the Oh ject of 
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8 The RELIGIOUS CARE 


this Patriarch's Care, was his whole Family, 

which was very numerous; his Children are 
firſt mention'd, and his Servants are alſo 
included; for his whole Houſhold were du- 
ly regarded by him. * 

2. God was well pleaſed with Abraham's 
Behaviour ; which is the Meaning of the 
firſt Words, I knew him. This Phraſe in 
Scripture often ſignifieth God's Approbation, 
and not only his fingle Knowledge, as when 
it it is ſaid, the Lord knoweth them that 
are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. And the Lord know- 
eth the Way of the Righteous, Pſal. 1. 6. God 
knoweth and obſerveth all the Families of 
the Earth, and ſeeth what is done therein; 
The Lord looketh down from Heaven upon 
the Children of Men, to ſee if there be any 
that underſtand and ſeek God, and taketh 

Notice of thoſe Families, where nothing of 
Religion is to be found ; wherein the Pa- 
rents and Children, the Maſters and Ser- 
vants live like Atheiſts, or as without God 
in the World. His Eyes behold the Evil 
and the good. And where he finds ſuch 
Families, as that of Abraham, he is well 
pleaſed, and doth highly approve of what 
15 done there, 

3- There was a great Advantage, which 
Abraham and his Houſhold, yea and his 
Poſterity alſo did, and ſhould receive from 
this his Religions Care. As Job did not 

\ feat 
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fear God for nought ; ſo neither did Abra- 
ham, nor {hall any other Perſon or Family 
have juſt Reaſon to ſay, it is in vain to ſerve 
the Lord. The Benefits, mention'd in my 
Text, are theſe, the Perſeverance of Abra- 


ham's Poſterity in the good Ways their 


Father train'd them up in; and the Accom- 
compliſhment of the Promiſes God had made 
to him and them. And tis obſervable; 
that Abraham's Care was a likely and prc- 
per Method to promote Piety and Probity 
in his Family, and among his Deſcendents, 
and therefore did he command them that 
(according to ſome ancient * Verſions) they 


ſhould or might keep the Way of the Lord; 


Gc. This was allo an appointed Means ac- 
companied with a Promiſe; and ſo we 
read in our Tranflation (to which agreeth 
that of the Septuagint and others) they ſhall 
keep the Way of the Lord; &c. As to the 
Accompliſhment of God's Promifes to A- 
braham and his Poſterity ; that is plainly ex- 
preſſed in the laſt Words of my Text, and 
in ſuch a Manner as to intimate that tho 
Abraham's good Behaviour had nothing of 
Merit, yet that made him meet to obtain 
theſe Bleſſings, which free Grace had pro- 
mis d. And alſo, here is a plain Intimation 
of what concerns us to take ſpecial Notice 


B of; 
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of, that the Bleſſings of the Covenant are 
entailed upon Abraham's Poſterity, with this 
Condition or Proviſo ; that if they do keep 
the Way of the Lord to do Juſtice and 
Judgment, then will God bring upon them 
that which he hath ſpoken of, or promiſed 


to them. 
Upon the whole, let us Chriſtians (the 


Spiritual Children of believing Abraham) 
for our Direction and Encouragement, mak 
this Obſervation, | 

That the Religious Care of private Fa- 
milies is very pleaſmg to God, and for the 
Benefit of ſuch Families and the Good of 
the World. 

In diſcourſing on this Subject, 


I. I will briefly acquaint you how this 
Religious Care of private Families 
ſhould be exerciſed, eſpecially with re- 
gard to the Children of the Family. 


II. I will give you ſome of the Reaſons 
why we may conclude, this Duty will 


be plealing to God. 


III. I will thew you what Benefits we 
may hope, will be the happy Conſe- 


quences of a religious Education of 
our Children, And, 


IV. I 
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IV. I will conclude with ſuch Applica- 
tion as will be ſuitable to the Dif- 
courſe it ſelt, and the Occaſion of it. 


And may the God of Abraham, and of 
Iſaac, and of Jacob, the Go p ot our LoRD 

E SUS CHRIST, the Father of Glory, 
give unto us the SPIRIT of Wiſdom, and 
Revelation in the Knowledge (or for the 
Acknowledgment) of him, and our Duty to 
him, in all the Relations and Conditions of 
this preſent Life. Amen. 


I. I am briefly to acquaint you how the 
religious Care of private Families ſhould 
be exerciſed, eſpecially with Regard to the 
Children of the Family. 

The Law which Ahaſuerus made, that 
every Man ſhould bear Rule in his own Houſe, 
is agreeable to the natural and poſitive 
Law of God. It evidenly belongs of Right 
to Parents and Maſters, to order and go- 
vern their Families; as he that provideth 
not for bis own, and ſpecially thoſe of his 
| own Houſe, hath denied the Faith, and is 

worſe than an Infidel, 1 Tim. 5. 8. I ſhall 
principally confine my Diſcourſe, to the re- 
tg:ous Care in educating of Children, and 
Management of Youth. And tho' my Text 
points particularly to theſe two Things, 
good Inſtruction and Government of Fami- 
B 2 lies; 
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lies; yet, we muſt not omit the Mention 
of religious Worſhip: particularly Prayer and 
Praiſe to God (which ought to be pertorm- 
ed in Families every Morning and Even- 


ing) unleſs we are. willing our Families 


ſhould be like to, if not worle than thoſe. 


of the Heathen, on which God hath threat- 
ned to pour out his Fury, Jer. 10. 25. And 


tis remarkable that the pious Patriarebs 


who wandred as Pilgrims on the Earth, 
were careful to erect Altars to the Lord, 
and to call upon him, where-ever they 
pitched their Tents, and ſo lived as Heirs of 
the Promiſe, while they delt in Taberna- 
cics, Heb. 11.9. 

(i.) There ought to be due Care to in- 
{ruff Children and Youth, in the "Truths 
and Duties of Religion. And tho' Parents 
are under ſpecial Obligations to do this kind 
Office for their Children, yet Servants, how- 
ever their Condition among us may differ 
from that of Abraham's Houſhold, as they 
ought to be provided for, and be under 
good Government, {o they ſhould be in- 
ſtructed allo. Let Maſters therefore in all 


refpects, give to their Servants that which 


is wſt and equal, knowing that they have a 
Maſicr in Heaven, Colofl. 4, 1. 

As to the Time, when Parents ſhould in- 
ſtrvet their Children, as it ſhould be very 
irecuently end conſtantly ; Precept upon Pre- 
cept, Frecept upon Precept, Line upcn Lint, 

| | T Ine 
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Line upon. Line, here a little and there a 
little, Iſa. 28. 10, Teaching them diligently 
when they ſit in the Houſe, and walk by 
the Way, and lie down and. riſe up, Deut. 
6. So Children ſhould be taught the Wa 

of the Lord betimes; Whom ſhall he teac 

Knowledge ? and whom ſhall he make to un- 
derſtand Doctrine? Them that are weaned 


from the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts, 


If. 28. 9. The young and tender Minds 
and Conſciences'of Children ſhould be im- 
preſs'd with a due Senſe of Religion; and 
as their Capacities are enlarged by De- 
grees, ſo Divine Knowlede ſhould encreaſe. 
And herein pious Mothers have a great 
Advantage, and Opportunity,to improve for 
the Good of their little ones; as it was 
Timothy's Happineſs, that from a Child be 
had known the holy Scriptures; ſo an ho- 
nourable Mention is made of his Grand- 
mother and Mother, 2 Tim. 1. 5. who 
without Doubt, were careful to give him 
good Inſtruction very early. 

As to the Method of teaching Children 
the Principles of Religian, none ſeems more 
proper than that we call Catechiſing, by 
Way of Queſtion and Anſwer; not only, 
becauſe, in thoſe Formularies or Compen- 
diums, the moſt plain and neceſſary Things 
are, or ought to be collected together from 
the Holy Scriptures, which is the ſufficient 
and indeed the only Standard of Truth, and 

| Rule 
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Rule of Faith and Practice in Religion. But 
ſeeing Children are apt to be inquilitive, it 
is very convenient to teach them what they 
are moſt concern'd to enquire after, to put 
proper Queſtions into their Mouths, with 
fuitable Anſwers. Many Catechiſms have 
been drawn up by ſeveral excellent Perſons, 
againſt which, however, it 1s no Wonder, 
ſeeing they are but human Compoſures of fal- 
lible Men, it there may be juſt Exceptions 
made againſt them, as being in ſome things 
defective, or too copious, and perhaps er- 
roneous allo, It is no Diſparagement to 
others to ſay, that the Aſſemblies ſhorter Ca- 
techiſm, may be compared with them, not 
only as being a Form of ſound Words, but 
alſo as being very fit to be taught Children, 
who, tho' at firſt they may not be able to 
underſtand all the Words or Things therein 
contained, will however have a good Trea- 
ſare Jaid up in their Memories, and it may 
be in their Hearts alſo, that will be of 
Advantage to them during their whole 
es. 

The Slject Matter of Inſtruction is prin- 
cipally to be regarded by us: As to which, 
we muſt in the firſt Place be careful, that 
we teach them only what is true and good ; 
for according to the Nature of the Sced 
that is ſown, ſuch may we expect the Har- 
veſt will be: And then we ſhould be care- 
ful alſo about the Neceſſity, or at leaſt the 

Uſc- 


Us 
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Uſefulneſs of thoſe Things we teach our 
Children. As we ought greatly to lament, 
that too many Parents train up their Chil- 
dren in the Principles of Atheiſm, Irreligi- 
on and Profaneneſs ; and teach them, at 
leaſt by their Example, to deſpiſe Religion, 
and make a Sport of Sin: So allo it is to 
be bewailed, that ſome others alſo, know 
not how to give good Things to their Chil- 
dren ; but teach them Errors inſtead of Truth, 
or feed their Minds with airy Notzons, or 
byaſs them too much with Party Principles, 
and doubtful as well as needleſs Speculati- 
ons, the Conſequence of which is this, they 
afterwards turn Scepticks, or prove Bigots 
without good Underſtanding ; and are ſu- 
perſtitiouſly fond of, or averſe to ſome out- 
ward Forms and Rites, the external Badges 
of a Sect or Party in Religion, with an 
uncharitable Heart condemning unto no- 
thing leſs than eternal Flames, all thoſe who 
differ from them. But thus to inſtruct Chil- 
dren, is not to teach them the Way of the 
Lord, and to do Juſtice and Judgment. Let 
us teach Children, 

1. The Truths and Duties of Natural 
Religion, which is not contrary unto, but 
improved by Revelation. I mean ſuch cer- 
tain and neceſſary Truths, and Moral Vir- 
tues as are agreeable to, and may be known, 
in Part at Jeaſt, by Reaſon or the Light of 
Nature, Some of the principal Truths we 


ſhould 
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ſhould inform them of are theſe, concern- 
ing the Being and Perfections of God and 
Providence; concerning our Relation to, 
and Dependance on God as our Creator, 
Preſerver and Ruler; that God is Witneſs 
ot all we do in this World, and will be 
our Judge, to render a righteous Recom- 

enſe in another World The Duties even 
of natura] Religion, reſpecting God, out 
Neighbour and our ſelves are various, and 
many of them very plain. It is the Voice 
of Reaſon, as well as Sctipture, Micah 6. 
8. That to do Fuſtice and love Mercy, and 
to walk humbly with God, is good, and what 
the Lord doth require of us. I ſhall ſpeak 
more particularly of theſe Duties under the 
next Head. Therefore, 

2. The Doctrines and Duties of Revealed 
Religion, and eſpecially of ¶ Hriſtianity, are 
what we ſhould be very careful to teach 
our Children. For we muſt remember, we 
are Chriſtians; and as Perſons of all Religi- 
ons are wont to train up their Children 
in that they profeſs, it would be a Shame 
to Chriſtian Parents, not to inſtru their 
Children in Chriſtianity. Nor will it fol- 
low, that becauſe ſome are thus brought 
up in a Fondnels for the worſt Religion, or 
what is a falſe Religion, that therefore our 
Children and Youth, ſhould not be inſtru- 
cted in that which is the only true, and there- 
tore certainly the beſt Religion, Now, 


1. Theſe 
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1. There are the Dodrmes of Chriſtia- 
nity, which ſhould be taught and learned: 
The Truth of the Goſpe!, and of (hriſt, i. e. 
the Truths which Chriſt Jeſus hath taught, 
and what particularly relate unto him. 
Children ſhould be taught to know, and 
remember their Redeemer, as well as their 
Creator, in the Days of their Youth ; and the 
Need they have of this Saviour from Sin 
and Wrath; becauſe they are Sinners by 
Nature and Practice; and ſo odious to the 
Holineſs, and obnoxious to the Juſtice of 
God : and they ſhould know who this Re- 
deemer is, both as the So of God, and as 
the Sou of Man; and what he hath done 
| and ſuffered to ſave Sinners; they ſhould 
be acquainted with the Hiſtory of his Birth, 
Life, Death, Neſurrection and Aſcenſion ; as 
| alſo of his Iuterceſſiun for us in Heaven; 
that he is the only Mediator between God and 
Men, and will be the Fudge of Quick and 
Dead. They ſhould be informed of the, 
Nature of the Covenant of Grace, which is 
ſealed by their Baptiſm, both as to the Du- 
| ties and Privileges of it. They ſhould know, 
that Remiſſion of Sin can only be obtained 
| from the meer Mercy of God, thro' the 
Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
by Faith in his Blood. As they muſt be 
told they will die, fo they muſt be taught 
they ſhall riſe again trom the Dead, and 
come to Judgment ; that the Wages of Sin 
0 ts 
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is Death, but the Gift of God 1s eternal 
Life. | | 
And tho', the incomprehenſible Myſtery, 
the Trinity in the Unity of the Godhead, is, 
what the wiſeſt of Men cannot fully un- 
derſtand ; yet ſeeing the Children ot believ- 
ing Parents are, or ought to have been bap- 
tized into the Name. of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; they ought 
to be taught to believe, what the Holy 
Scriptures have plainly reveal'd to us, That 
there is but one oily, the living and true Gd; 
and that there are three Perſons in the God- 
head, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and thai theſe three are cne God, the ſame: 
in Subſiance, equal in Power and Glory: 
Which I take to be a good Account of that 
Doctrine, agreeable to the Holy Scripture 
2. The Duties of Chriſtianity muſt alſo 
be known. And all the Duties of the Mo- 
ral Law contained in the Decalogue, are en- 
forced by the Example and Authority of 
our bleſſed Saviour, who came not to de- 
ſtroy the Law and the Prophets, Mat. 5, 17. 
but on the contrary, hath explain'd the 
Precepts thereof in their juſt Extent, and 
Spiritual Meaning; and ſummed them up Þþ 
in thele two, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all th 
Soul, and with all thy Mind. And thou 
alt love thy Newhbour as thy ſelf, Mat. 
22. 37> 39. Chriſtianity doth oblige us 
to 
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to keep theſe Commandments with - 
cerity, from the beſt Principles and Mo- 
tives, as allo to the beſt Ends; with a 


conſtant Regard to Chriſt Jeſus by a living 


Faith, for Aſſiſtance and Acceptance with 


God. St. Paul tells Titus, Chap. 2. 11, 
12. That the Goſpel, which he calls. rhe 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, and 
bath appeared unto all Men, teacheth us, that 
denying Ungodlineſt aud Worldly Liſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy and godly in 
this preſent World, _.. is 
Chi dren and Youth therefore ſhould 
be inſtructed in their Duty to love and 
fear, and truſt , in God at all Times; to 


ſerve and worſhip him in Spirit, and in 


Truth, by Prayer and Praiſe ; to regard his 
Sabbath, and Ordinances for publick Wor- 
ſhip; to read and hear his holy Word; and 
duly to regard the tu Sacraments of the 
New Teſtament (which in a ſpecial Manner 
are Chriſtian Inſtitutions) Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. They muſt alſo be taught, 
to reverence and obey their Parents, and 


| other Governors, with the Duties they owe 
| to all Men, vis. Juſtice, and Charity, 


Truth and Chaſtity in all their Behaviour. 
And great Care ſhould be taken to inform 
them thoroughly, of the Nature and Ne- 
ceſſity of thoſe two Goſpel Duties, which 
are ſo ſuitable to our State as we are Sin- 
ners, and requiſite in Order to our Salva- 
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tion, namely, Repenmance toward God; and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 3 
(. ) There ought to be a due Care in the 
well-ordering and governing of Children 

and Youth. | 
This many times is the moſt difficult, 
as well as moſt unpleaſant Part of a Parents 
Duty: However, as the Authority of Pa- 
rents, and Maſters of Families, is unque- 
ſtionable ; ſo herein principally conſiſteth 
that Duty, which is thus expreſſed, Prov. 
22. 6. Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould 
go. And I think, our Care in this Matter, 
with Reſpe& to Religion and Virtue, may 
be reducd to two Heads. 3 
1. Endeavour to refrain (Children and 
Youth, from wandring in the Ways ot 
Vice and Wickedneſs. And it we duly 
conſider the Corruption of their Natures, 
and the many Temptations and evil Exam— 
ples they will meet with, we ſhall ſoon 
perceive, what Need they have of He- 
firaints, and what a watchtul Eye ſhould 
be over them. The Difficulty is, how we 
ſhall be able to lay due Reſtraints upon 
them. Now, beſides the conſtant Care, to 
keep them, as much as we can, from 
Temptations, and from evil Company, and 
bad Examples; it will be uſeful, to prevail 
upon them, as much as we can, to exer- 
ciſe that Self-Denyal, which is the Founda- 
tion of all Moral and Chriſtian Virtue. 
{XL "i | each 
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Teach them, to govern their Paſſions and 
Aﬀections; which, it they are gratified in 
every thing, will hurry them into Mil- 
chiet and Ruin. . Train them up with pay- 
ing a due ird to Conſcience : For N 
tend's more to debauch the Manners o 
Men, than a Diſregard to the Dictates and 
Reproots of Conſcience. Teach them the 
noble Art of governing their Tongue, which 
is an unruly Member, full of deadly Poy- 
ſon; and in which, there is a World of Ini- 
quity. Let the firſt Appearances of Sin, 
and all Approaches thereto, be duly anim- 
adverted upon. 

2. Give all due Encouragement to a good 
and virruous Temper and Behaviour. 
Children ſhould be ſoon made ſenſible of 
the Difference there is between Moral 
good and evil, by the Carriage of their 
Parents, which ought to enduce them 
to love Virtue, for the Benefit they receive 
thereby; and to hate Vice, becauſe of the 
evil Conſequences thereof. Cheriſh in 
them, what you may perceive of an awtul 
Fear of God, and due Regard to Gover- 
ours on Earth. Train them up in Mode- 
ſly and Humility : Encourage them in Dili- 
gence and Induſtry: Commend what you 
find of Love to Jujſtice and Benevolence, 
Temperance and Chaſtity; and a Regard to 
- Truth and Religion. In a Word, Let not 
. thoſe Things, which are pleaſing to gang 
n an 
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and praiſe-wotthy among Men, want Ap- 
probation and Encouragement in your 


Children. | | 
And remember, that in Order to reſtrain 


from Vice, and encourage Virtue; beſides 
the Arthority you have to command, the 
two great Inſtruments of Moral Govern- 
ment are in your Hands, and muſt be 
prudently made uſe of: I mean, Puniſb- 
ments and Keewards, Therefore, 

1. You muſt prudently give Corrections, 
with this Deſign chiefly, to prevent Faults 
for the future, rather than to puniſh tor 
Faults that are paſt. And when you make 
your Children ſenſi ble of this, they will 
the more eaſily apprehend, and believe, 
your Chaſtening of them proceeds from 
Love, and will the more likely receive 
Benefit thereby. The fooliſh Lenity and 
Indulgence of Parents ſometimes proves 
the Ruin of their Children; as allo, there 
may be too great Severity, by which they 
are diſcouraged. Fond Indulgence of a 
Child in a Fault, is Hatred, and not Lowe. 
If we may believe the Scriptures, He that 
ſpareth the Rod, hateth his Son ; but he that 
loveth him, chaſteneth him betimes. Prov. 1 3. 
14. And we are told expreſly, That Foo. 
lifoneſs is hound up in the Heart of a Child, 
and the Rod of Correftion ſhall drive it out 
from him, Prov. 22. 5. And therefore Pa- 
rents are exhorted, to (haſten their Son, 

| cohile 
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z bile there is. Hope, and not to ſpare for his 
Crying. Prov. 19. 18. And they have En- | 
couragement to hope, That it they with- 
hold not Correctiam from the Child, but beat 
him with the Rod, he ſhall not die, but that 
bis Soul ſhall be delivered from Hell. Prov. 
22. 13, 14. In a Word, Ihe Rod and Re- 
proof giveth Wiſdom, but a Child left to him- 
ſelf, bringeth his Mother to Shame, Prov. 
29. 15. It is thought, the Mother is men- 
tioned - emphatically ;, becauſe, the many 
times (but not always) is moſt faulty in 
this fond Indulgence; and therefore the 
Shame and Griet of it, doth juſtly fall upon 
her. 

2. You ſhould alſo give due Rewards 
and Encouragements, to a good and. vir- 
tuous Behaviour. 

As ſome Parents are negligent, in cor- 
recting their Children for their Faults; fo 
others are to blame, becauſe they take no 
notice, or do not reward what is good 
and commendable in them. For tho' it 
is true, that Virtue is its own Reward; yet, 
this Maxim will have little Power, eſpe- 
cially upon Children. Parents therefore 
ſhould make them ſenſible by due Encou- 
ragements, how pleaſing their good Acti- 
ons are to them, as well as profitable to 
themſelves. Asto this Matter, you ſhould 
be very careful, not to cheriſh Vice, while 
you pretend to encourage //irtue: And I 


think, 
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think, the beſt Encouragement you can 
give to your Children, is, to let them 
find by Experience, that a ſteddy Courſe 
of Obedience and Virtue, is a ſure Way to 
remain the Objects of your moſt endeared 


Affection; and to obtain ſuch proper To- 


kens of your Favour, as ſhall afford them 
Pleaſure and Profit; as allo to let them 
know, this is the moſt lifely Method, to 
live uſetully and comfortably in thit World; 
as it is the only one to be happy in the 
other World, to all Eternity. 

Under this Head of well-otdering and 
governing of Children and Youth, let me 
ſubjoin two things, that ought to be great- 
ly regarded. 

1. There muſt be a due Conſidera- 
tion of the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
thoſe, who are under your Care. And 
theſe are almoſt as various, as the Fea- 
. tures of their ſeveral Faces. It is very 
plain, that ſome have better natural Ca- 
pacities, than others, to receive Inſtructi- 
on, and grow in Knowledge: And 'tis 
likewiſe evident, ſome are more mild and 
ſoft, more tender and tractable, than 
others, whoſe Temper is rough and rug- 
ged , whoſe Spirits are haughty, and head- 
ſtrong; and great Prudence is requiſite to 
behave a- right towards theſe different 
Dijpolitions. One thing I would particu- 
larly recommend as to all Sorts: That 

| Parents 
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Parents endeavour to preſerve and che- 
riſh a due Mixture of Love and Fear, i 
their Children, towards them at all times; 

2. There ſhould be great Care always; 
to ſet a good Example before Children 
and Youth. 

We know, the World is govern'd more 
by Example, than Precept; and Inferiours 
are apt to imitate their Superiours : Chil- 
dren eſpecially, affect to do, as they fee 
their Parents do. Let there be there- 
fore great Care, to ſet a good Example, 
to avoid not only what is ſinful in it ſelf, 
but the uſing of too great a Freedom, even 
in ſome lawful things before Children; 
eſpecially, while they are young, and un- 
able to know the exact Limits of good 
and evil; becauſe, they may take Occafion 
and Encouragement, from what they ſee 
their Parents do, to exceed in lawful 
things, and to do that which is worſe. 


II. The Second General of this Diſcourſe; 

| is, to give you ſome of the Reaſdns, why 

| we may conclude, that this Duty will be 
pleaſing to God. 


It is evident from my Text, that God 
approved of Abraham's Behaviour in this 
Reſpect; and tis reaſonable to hope, he 
will be well pleaſed with us, it we imi- 
tate this good Example; and if ewe n; 

D how 


26 The RELIG10US CARE 


how we ought to walk and to pleaſe God, 
We ſhould abound more and more, 1 T hefl, 
4. 1. This ought to be our conſtant Am- 
bition and Endeavour, that whether wwe 
are preſent or abſent, we may be accepted 
of him. 2 Cor. 5. 9. Now it will appear, 
that a religious Care of our Families is 
pleafing to God ; Becaule, 

1. This is our Duty, which God hath 
commanded, and our Performance there- 
of is an Act of Oledience. And we know 
what Sammel ſaid to Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 22. 
That to obey is better than Sacrifice, and t0 
bearken than the Fat of Rams. A ſteddy 
Courle of humble and ſmcere Obedience, to 


the Will of God, from right Principles and 
to good Enas, is the beſt Method we can 


take to pleaſe God. That God hath com- 
manded us this Duty, is very plain; not 

only from the written Word of God, in the 
Old and New Teſtament, as Deut. 6. 6, ). 
Theſe Wirds which I command thee this 
Day, hall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently unto thy Children, and 
ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 
Houſe, and when thou walk: ft by tie Way, 
and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. And Eph. 6. 4. Ye Fathers provcke 
wot your Children to Wrath, but bring then 
7 in the Nurture and Admonition of the 

ord. And it is obſervable, that the fourth 


Command of the Decalogue, ſeems directed 
to 
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to Parents and Maſters of Families; re- 
quiring their Care, not only to ſanctify 
God's Sabbath themſelves; but alſo to re- 
ſtrain their Sons and their Daughters; their 
Men-Servants and Maid-Servants, from 
profaning that holy Day. And we may 
look upon the Counſel of the wile Man 
to be a Command from God, to train up 
a Child in the Way he ſhould go. Prov. 22. 6. 
But this ſeemeth to be Part of the Law 
of Nature, that is written upon the Heart 
of Man: For Reaſon will tell us, that God 
is the Founder of Families, and the Gover- 


nur and Bent factor of theſe leſſer Societies, 


as well as King among the Nationt. He 


ſetteth the Solitary in Families, the Fruit 
ot the Womb is his Reward. He appoint- 


teth to all Men the Bounds of their Ha- 
bitation; and of him all the Family in 
Heaven and Earth is named. How rea- 
ſonable then is it, that Families ſhould be 
inſtructed and governed after ſuch a man- 
ner, as may promote the Glory and Ho- 
nour of the Great GOD? Beſides, God 
hath inveſted Parents and Maſters with 
that Authority, which they have over 
Children and Servants; and if this be not 


exerciſed according to his Will, and for his 


Glory; tho' I will not ſay, it is fo far for- 
feited, that Inferiours do not owe Subje- 
ction and Obedience; yet thoſe have little 
Reaſon to expect God will maintain and 
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reſerve their Honour, who do not regard 
his Glory. Memorable to this purpoſe, are 
the Words of God to Eli, whole Crime 
was this, that he honoured his Sons above 
God. Wherefore, thus ſaid the Lord, Them 
that boncur me, I will honour ; and they that 
deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſicemed. 1. Sam. 
2. v. 30. 

2. 7 his Duty, when it is performed 
aright, will prove greatly for the Benefit 
of the World, and therefore we may con- 
clude it is pleaſing to God. 

The Providence of God, is concerned 
about the Affairs of private Perſons and 
Families; yet, ſo ordereth Things, that the 
Good of Naticns, and the World in gene- 
ral. ſhould be promoted : And, becaule it 
is reaſonable, to prefer the Public Good 
before a private Benefit, we may juſtly 
eſteem a Man's true Love to his Coun- 
try is pleaſing unto God. And as Men of 
publick Spirits and Uſetulnels, are Bleſſings 
to the World, ſo they are the peculiar 
Care of Heaven, Now there is no Way, 
wherein Perſons in a private Station, can do 
fo much good to the World, as by the 
good Education of Children and Youth; 
94 the well ordering of private Fami- 
ies. 

Kingdoms and Nations are made up of 
Private Families; and if theſe are proſpe- 
rous, the Nations are happy; if thele ate 

regular, 
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regular, the Nation will be ſo too: And, 
let it be remembred, that the Governours 
of theſe little Societies may do more, in 
Order to the Welfare of a Nation than it 
may be, publick Magiſtrates can. I am 
{ure the Magiſtrates Care will be ineffe- 
cual for publick Reformation or Benefit, 
without the Care of Parents and Maſters, 
Be ſides, remember, what I am exhorting 
ou to, is one ot theſe Kelative Duties; the 
Duty God requires of you, in your particular 
Station and Condition in the World; which, 
upon that Account, is pleaſing to the God 
of Order, who hath appointed all his Ser- 
vants their proper Stations, and their proper 
Work. And it is upon this Account as 
well, as for other Reaſons, the Obedience 
of Children to their Parents, is ſaid to be well 
pleaſing to the Lord; and that of Servants 
to their Maſters, is ſerving the Lord Chriſt. 
Colols. 3. 22, 24. So we may conclude, 
it Parents and Maſters perform their rela- 
tive Duties, as alſo is fit in the Lord, this 
will be well pleaſing unto him. 
3. The right Performance of this Duty, 
is the beſt Way, to advance Religion and 
the Honour of God in the World, at preſent, 
and to Poſterity; and therefore we ma 
conclude, tis pleaſing to God. God hat 
made, and doth manage all Things for 
his Glory ; and this is our chiet End, and 
thould be our main Buſineſs in the World, 
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the more we ſpread and proclaim the Glo- 
ry of God, the more we pleaſe God here; 
and the more ſure we are to enjoy him 
for ever. Let it therefore be conſidered, 
that as the Performance of all relative Du- 
ties, tend's greatly for the Credit of Reli- 
gion ; ſo this Duty of religious governing 
of private Families, is the moſt likely Me- 
thod to keep up the Life and Power of 
Religion in the World; and tranſmit the 
ſame to Generations to come. Were our 
Houſes like thoſe of Aquila and Priſcilla; of 
mphas and Philemon; little Churches of 
Chriſt ; then the Churches of Chriſt proper!y 
fo called, would be more increaſed and edi- 
fied. This would be a pleaſing Proſpect, 
with Reſpect to future Generations. We 
might with Pleaſure look upon the riſing 
Generation, did we uſe more Care in the 
Education of Youth; and could we ſee 
Hopes ot good Succels in our pious Endea- 
vours this way. 

My Text taketh particular Notice of 
Abraham's Care, about his Children and 
Houſhold after him. This good Man was 
not willing, that Religion ſhould be buried 
with him in his Grave: And what good 
Man is there, who would not deſire. that 
his Children may be ſerving God on Earth, 
when he is praiſing God in Heaven? 
That ſuch Care with Reference to Poſte- 
rity, is pleaſing to God, is plain from his 
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inſtituting the great Ordinance of the Paſ- 
ſever, to perpetuate the Remembrance of 
his Goodnels from Generation to Genera- 
tion; and his Command, to inſtru Chil- 
dren in the Nature and Deſign thereof, 
Read the Command of God to his ancient 
People, Exod. 12. 26, 27. It ſhall come to 
paſs, when your Children (hall ſay unto you, 
What mean you by this Service ? that you 
ſhall ſay, It is the Sacrifice of the Lords Paſſ- 
over, who paſſed over the Houſes of the 
Children of Iſrael in Egypt, when he ſinote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our Houſes, 
And ſhould not our Children be inſtruct- 
ed, that Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for 
, and be trained up in the Belief of, 
and due Regard to our far greater Re- 
demption by Chriſt, than that of the I, 
raelites, from Egyptian Bondage. It was 
for this End, that many Things are left 
upon. Record, in the Holy Scriptures ; that 
the Generations to come might praiſe the 
Lord. 

4. The Conſideration of thoſe ſpecial 
Fatours, God hath wouchſafed to fuch 
Perſons and their Families, who have been 
caretul about this Duty, ſhews, that God is 
pleaſed therewith, 

We muſt own, that all God's Favours 
are free; that there is nothing of Merit in 
the belt of Men, or their beſt Actions; 
yet there are the Kewards of Grace in 

this 
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this World, as well, as that which is to 
come: And Experience hath proved of- 
tentimes, that God hath had a particular 
Regard for Holy Men, and their F. milies. 
He hath bleſſed them, and the Children 
have been loved for their Father's ſake. . 
lomox's Obſervation hath been oſten veri- 
fied ; That the Curſe of the Lord ts in the 
Houſe of the Wicked; but he bleſſeth the 
Habitation of the Juſt. Prov. 3. 33. How 
remarkably did God bleſs the Family of 
Abraham, which was not only very nume- 
rous, but very proſperous too. Not only 
was Iſaac bleſſed, who was the Son of the 
Promiſe ; but God ſaid to Abraham, Gen. 
17. 20. As for Iſb nael, I have heard thee: 
Behold, I have bleſſed him. — And long be- 
fore his Days, how great was the Salva- 
tion of Noah and his Houſe, Gen. 6. 13. 
Heb. 11. 7. As alſo in his Time, how 
great was God's Favour to righteous Lot, 
and to his Family. Memorable are the 
Angels Words to him, Gen. 19. 12. Haft 
thou any here beſides Sons in law, and thy 
Sons, and thy Dang'ters, and whatſoever 
thou haſt in the City, bring them out of this 
Place. It is ſaid, 2 Sam. 6. 12. That the 
Lord bleſſed the Hcuſe of Obed-Edom, be- 
cauſe of the Ark of God. The right Per- 
tormance of this Duty may be a Means, 
to preſerve Cities and Kingdoms from 
Ruin: Had there been Ten righteous Per- 

| ſons 


= XxX. —_— EE 


Qs hd © tans hs an 


— 
1 


T. . 2 88282 


1 


of FAMILIES recommended. 33 


ſons in Sodom, that City would have been 
ſpared for their ſake; and much more, had 
there been many _ Families. Ex- 
cept the Lord of Hoſts had left us a very 
ſmall Remnant, we ſhould have been as H. 
dom, we ſhould have been like to Gomorrha. 
Pſal. 1.9. However, God may yet deal 
with our Nation and the Cities and Towns 
thereof; Let us ſet up, and keep up the 
Worſhip of God in our Houſes, and take 
due Care of our Families ; and we may 
hope, no Plague ſnall come near our Dwel- 
lings: That God will cauſe his Angels, to 
encamp around them, to preſerve us from 


Flames and Storms, trom Thieves and Rchbs 


bert: Let us with David reſolve, to walk 
in our Houſes, with a perfe& Heart ; and 


to make the Lord our Refuge, the Moſt 


High our Habitation, and then let us con- 
ſider for our Comfort thoſe Promiſes, a- 
mong many others, in the 29 Pſ. v. 5, 6, 7. 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the Terror by 
Night ; nor for the Arrow, that flieth by 
Day; nor for the Peſtilence, that walketh in 
Darkneſs; nor for the Deſtruction, that waſt- 
eth at Noon-Day. A thouſand ſhall fall at 
thy Side, and ten thouſand at thy right Hand, 
but it ſhall not come nigh thee. 
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34. The RELIGIOUS'CARE: 


III. The Third thing I propounded, is to 
ſhew you, what Benefits we may hope, 
will be the happy Conſequences ot a reli- 
gious Education of our Children. 


I have, in part, prevented my ſelf as to 
this Matter, by what is already ſaid; and 
therefore ſhall not enlarge ſo much, as it F 
is eaſy to do: There are only two Things, 
I will mention, 20 208- 

1. This is the moſt likely Method, to 
promote the We fare of Children, both in 
this World, and the next: For Codlineſi 1; 
profitable unto all things, having the Pro- 
miſe of the Life that not is, and of that 
which is to come. 1 Tim. 4. 8. 

They are without natural Aﬀections, who 
- do not defire and endeavour the Weltare 
- of their Chiidren; and very few ſuch Mon- 
fters in Nature are to be found, tho' there 
are not very many, who do not miltake in 
the Methods they take to obtain this 
End. The Generality of People imagine, 
if they can but procure large Eſtates for 
their Children, and leave them good Inhe- 
ritances, then they - muſt of neceſlity 
be happy; not conſidering, that Wiſdom is 
good, with an Inheritance; and that a large 
Inheritance is good for little, without Wit- 
dom to make a good Ule of it; and ſo, 
as to give Account of it, at laſt, And _— 

hat 
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hath ſaid unto Men, Behold, the Fear of the 
Lord, that is Wiſdom ; and to depart from 
Evil, is Underſtanding. Job. 28. v. 28. If 
therefore we may hope, that by the. Bleſ- 
ſing of God, our good Endeavours ſhall 
be ſo ſucceſsful, that our Children hall 
keep the Way of the Lord, and do Fuſtice 
and Judgment ; then will the Lord be their 
Portion, and they will have -a goodly He- 
ritage. And we may hope, that if we 
train up a Child in the Way, he ſhould go, 
when he ts. old, he ſhall not depart from it. 
Prov. 22. 6. Which laſt Words, 1 think, 
may be eſteemed, as a Promiſe of God; as 
well as the whole Verſe is one of the Pro- 
verbs of Yclomon 3 which certainly is pre- 
ferable, and more likely to be true, than 
that ſpiteful one, which the Devil hath ta- 
ken Care, to make current, to the Diſcou- 
ragement of early Piety ; a young Saint, and 
an old Devil. And, Thanks be to God! all 


Ages have produced many, that have, like 
Obadiab, feared the Lord, from their Youth ; 
and at length, died in a good old Ape; 
| with a Crown of Glory, in the Way of 
! Righteouſneſs. And, I doubt not, but God 
| hath bleſſed oftentimes a religious Educa- 
tion, by making it an effectual Means, of 
| planting the Principles of real and laſting 


Religion. I am ſure, ſuch as have this Pri- 
vilege, are in the moſt fair, and likely Way, 


to obtain God's ſpecial and ſaving Grace; 
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nd 'tis good, that ſerious and religious 
3 ſhould take the P ofſeſſion of the, 
Heart, betimes; and that good Habits and 
Cuſtoms, obtain very ſoon ; and this, I am 
ſure of, that by a religious Education, 
Such a Hedge is planted round about Chil- 
dren, that they cannot eaſily break through; 
and when they attempt to do fo, will, as it 
were, find the Thorns, and Briars, to enter 
into their Fleſh: I mean, the Reluctance, 
or the Remorle of their Conſciences, will 
wound them to the very Quick. Let Pa- 
rents then bring up their Children in Hope, 
that they will prove Bleſſings to the World, 
and live comfortably in it; and at length 
die happily out of it, and leave a Seed be- 
hind them, that {hall be counted to the 
Lord for a Generation. This, at leaſt is ve- 
ry evident, that, it a good Education is 
wanting, Children are moſt likely to be 
ſottiſhly ignorant, and ſordidly wicked : 
They will _ fall a Prey to Seducers, 

of all Sorts, and live like Beaſts, or which 
is worſe, act like Devils. 

2. This is the only Way, for Parents 
themſelves, to have Peace at preſent, or 
Comfort in the great Day, in Cale their 
Children thould miſcarry. 

And, alas! it muſt be owned, that the 
Children of Abraham, do ſometimes prove 
the Children of Bejial. Too many, it 
God pleaſed, have in all Ages, * 

: the 
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the good Ways of the Lord, that they 
were trained up in; and many times it is 
with a heavy Heart, that pious Parents 
look upon, or think of their Children, as 
begotten, or brought forth by them, for 
the Deſtroyer. It maketh them fetch ma- 
ny a deep Sigh, and ſhed many Tears, 
to think, that ſuch, as they have often 
moſt delightfully embraced, and tender- 
ed, as the Apple of their Eye, muſt be 
baniſhed tor ever from the Preſence of 
God, and doom'd to everlaſting Flames. 
It is grievous to them, when they find 
ungrateful Returns made to them, by un- 
dutiful Children; ſo ſee their ſurh Looks; 
to hear their churlih Words; and ob- 
ſerve their untoward Temper, and ill Be- 
haviour : But it cuts them to the ve 
Heart, when they think of their Diſobe- 
dience unto God, and how dreadful the 
Conſequence of this is like to be at laſt. 
This indeed pierces and paineth them, 
like a Dagger, at their very Hearts. 
Now, in ſo fad a Cafe, as this, I know 
of nothing in all the World, that can 
relieve, or comfort diſtreſſed Parents, like 
this, the Ieſtimomy of their Con{ciences, that 
in Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, they have 
from time to time performed their Duty, 
with Reſpect to their Children. 

Then as to the Account, we muſt give, 
in the great Day, and the Recompenſe 
we 
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we ſhall receive in the other World, let 
it comfort holy Parents, to conſider the 
Words of the Prophet Iſaiah, Chap. 49. 
4, 5. which, with little Alteration, they 
may make their own: Tbo' I have la 
boured in vain, and ſpent my Strength for 
nonght ; yet ſurely, my Judgment is with the 
Lord, and my Work with my God, Tho' 
Iſrael (tho my Children) be not ga- 
thered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the Eyes 
of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my 
Strength. Whereas on the contrary, how 
dreadful muſt the Charge be, if it ſhould 
lie againſt us, at the Bar of God ;- that 
we have been the Mwrderers of the Souls 
of om own Children! How dreadful will 
the Cries of ſome againſt their negligent 
and wicked Parents be, when in the midſt 
ot Torments they ſhall hhaid the tor- 
mented Parents alſo, in ſuch Language, as 
this: A bloody Father, or a bloody Mother 
haſt thou been to me. Ah! cruel Crea- 
ttres, to your ' own Offpring, never to 
Warn me of this Place ot Torment ; ne- 
ver to tell me of a Saviour, and the May, 
to eſcape this Wrath to come; which, tho 
tis come, will be yet to come for ever; 
never to veſtrain me, when it was great- 
iy in your Power, from the Paths of 
Vice, that lead down to theſe Cham- 
bers of Death. O curſed Indulgence, to 
indulge me to my everlaſting Ruin! But 
this 
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this is too melancholy a Subject, to dwell 
upon further, than is neceſſary. God of 
his infinite Mercy grant, that none of us 
may find this Miſery, which is far greater, 
than Words can exprels. 


VV. It only remains, that I conclude 
with ſuch Application, as is ſutable to the 
Diſcourſe it ſelf, and the Occaſion of it. 


The preceeding Diſcourſe, ſhould be 
ſeriouſly conſidered, and improved by two 
Sorts of Perſons, vig. They that are Pa- 
rents of Children; and ſuch, as have had 
a religious Education. Therefore, 

(.) Let Parents learn, to imitate the 
the good Example in my Text. Indeed, 
all are concerned to think on ſuch Things, 
as have been mention'd, who have the 
Charge of Families, and. Care of Youth, 
committed to them; yea, and ſuch, who 
as yet are unmarried, and, as we ſpeak, 
have none but themſelves to care for, 
would do well, to conſider before-hand, 
whether they are able and willing, to diſ- 
charge ſuch a Truſt, as is committed 
to them, when they take upon them the 
Care of a Family. But I would princi- 
pally urge upon the Conſciences of Parents, 
their Duty to their Children, according to 
the foregoing Account thereof: And be- 
ſides the Arguments, contained in what 


hath 
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hath been faid, to ſhew, that this Duty is 
pleaſing to God, and attended with ſeveral 
Benefits. Let it be conſidered, 

1. Tlat Parents are under ſpecial Obli- 
gationt, to perform this Duty. For not on- 
ly (as hath been ſhewn) is this required of 

by the poſirive Law of God, and the 

Law of Nature; ſo that careleſs and ne- 
oligent Parents are cruel to their Ofspring, 

as the Ofirich in the Wilderneſs, which 
leaveth her Eggs in the Earth, and forget- 
teth, that the Foot may cruſh them, or that 
the wild Beaſt may breake them; and is hard- 
ened againſt her young ones, Job. 39. 14, 15, 
16. But Revelation further intorms us, that 
Parents are the Iuſtrumentt, of conveying 
to their Children a 4-praved Nature, that 
hereditary Diſeaſe of our Souls; from whence 
we are prone, to tranſgreſs, and go a-ſtray 
from the Womb; inclind to do evil, and 
-- averſe to that which is good. How ear- 
*eneftly then ſhould Parents ſeek after a 
Cure, for their Children; and endeavour as 
well, as pray, that they may be horn again, 
and be made Partakers of a divine Nature, 
' 3. 3, 5, 7. 2 Pet. 1. 4. That they 
mould rt be conformed to this World, in the 
Vices or Vanities thereof; but transformed th 


by the renewing of their Minds, &c. Rom. 


12. 2. 2 


2. Pa- 
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2. Parents are under ſpecia! Engagements 
to this Duty. Ihe Vows of God are upon 
them. Chriſtians have ſolemnly promiſed 
to perform all known Duties ; and relative 
Duties among the reſt: And ſuch Parents, 
in particular, when they offered their Chil- 
dren to God, in Holy Baptiſm, not only 
laid them under Engagements, to be the 
Lords; but they did virtually hereby, if 
not expreſly alſo, promiſe, to bring them 
up in the Nurture and the . Admonition of 
he Lord. And if any think it convent- 
ent, to require other Perſons, to be Surg- 
ties for the good Education of Children; 
yet Parents are not hereby excuſed from 
their Duty: Nor is it all that we owe to 
our Children, to dedicate them to God; 
we mult alſo educate them for God. Some 
are, it may be, Children of Prayers, and 
Vow's in a more particular Mane, as 
was Samuel; and how torcible is the Ex- 
hortation of Solomon's Mother in theſe 
Words, Prov. 3 1. 23. What my Son? and 
"what the Son of my Womb ? and what the 
Son of my VOWS ? Give not thy Strength 
unto Women, Go. 

3. Parents have ſpecial Advantages for 
the Performance of this Duty. 

. They ate, or ought to be frequenth 

with them, unleſs they are willing, to loſe 

the Opportunity of doing them good, 2s 
„well as taking Delight in them themſelves. 
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They have ſuch Opportunities of obſerving 
their Temper and Behaviour, as may direct 
| them, in giving needful AS well as ſea- 
ſonable Counſel, and Caution, and Reproof. 
They have a thouſand Ways of engaging 
their Aﬀettions of Love and Fear, without 
which a Parent's Authority and Influence is 
like to be very {mall. They have the 
Power of Rewards and Puniſhments at 
hand ; and the Fear or Hepes of hereafter, 
will (way very much with moſt Children; 
more it may be, than a Senſe of Duty or 
Gratitude tor the preſent, or what is paſt. 
4. Parents have ſpecial Inclinations and 
Deſires for the Welfare of their Children. 
There is no Affection ſo ſtrong, as that we 
find among all Animals, for the Preferva- 
tion of their Young : Now Reaſon: and Re- 
ligion in Men ſhould regulate, and im- 
prove; and not deſtroy the Aﬀections of 
their animal Nature. We find by Experi- 
ence, that moſt Men will toil and labour, 
and abridge themſelves of many Conveni- 
ences and Delights of Life, for the tem- 
poral Benefit of their Children : And ſhould 
not Religion teach us, to deſire and endea- 
your after their ſpiritual and eternal Wel- 
fare? What, all this affectionate Concern 
for the Bodies, and little or none for the 
Souls of your Children? What, ſo much 
Care, and Coſt, and Pains, to make yout 
Children proſperous in this World; and 
in no 
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no Thoughts, nor Care, about their Hap« "a 


pineſs in the other World e 


5. Parents have a ſpectal Intereſt of their . 
own, in the Welfare of their chi Rs 


The powerful Motive of i 
Principle of Se. Love ſo. deep iin 
our Natures, {hould prevail Parents, 


to take due Care of their -Children. U- 


ſually they eſteem, what is done to them, 
as done to themſelves ; and to count, that 


their Happineſs. conſiſts in the Welfare of 


their Children, nay almoſt Life it ſelf; as 
Judah ſaid, of his Father Jacob, His Life 
is bound up in the Lad's Life. Gen. 44. 30. 
And in particular, the Honour, or Credit of 
Parents, depends much upon the Virtue 
and Probity of their Children; As Arrows 
ave in the Hands of a mighty Man, ſo are 
Children of the Youth. Happy is the Man, 
that hath his Quiver ja them. They ſhall 
not be aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak with the 
Enemy in the Cate. Pal. 127. 4 5. Thus it 
is, when Children prove wiſe and good. 
But if they prove otherwiſe, as a wiſe Son 
maketh a glad Father; ſo à fooliſh Son is the 
Heavineſs of his Mother. Prov. 10. 1. And 
he that waſteth his Father, and chaſeth 
away his Mot her, is a Son, that cauſeth 
Shame, and bringeth Reproach. Prov. 19. 26. 
Many will reproach the ſorrowful and di- 
ſtreſled Parents; and the Pzty of their Friends 
it may be, will be mixed with Reproach alſo; 
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and it is this, makes them ſometimes like 
do be weary of their Liver, and to 


wich him, Chap. 10. 1, 4 will leave my 


* . Lo, 
hs _. 5 6. Parents muſt give 4 par ticular Ac- 


count in dhe great Day, how they have 
performed this Duty; and receive a ſutable 
Reward. Phe God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh; the Father of our Sprrits, who we 
hope will alſo adopt us, and our Children 
for his own, fpeaketh, as it were, to Pa- 
rents, and giveth them a Charge, like as 
Pharaoh's Daughter to the Mother of Mo- 
ſes, Exod. 2. 7. Take this Child, and nurſe 
it; bring it up, for me, and I will give 
thee thy Wages. Oh! that we may give 
pp this our Account with Foy, and not 
with Grief, And, how great will the mu- 
tual Joy of holy Parents, and godly Chil- 
dren be in that great Day? Parents may 
delight in their pious Children on a double 
Account here below ; becauſe they are 
God's Children as well as theirs: They 
have God's Image as well as their own: 
They mutually delight in each others 
Company and Happineſs here; but how 
joytul will their Meeting be hereatter, and 
how happy their Converſe together in 
Heaven, for ever, How joyful for Parents, 
to fay in that Day, Lo, here am J, and the 
Chil 4 en thou haſt graciouſly given Nis. 


(2.) Let 
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(2.) Let ſuch Children and Youth, as. 
have had the great Happineſs of à reli. 

ious Education, eſpecially the Children ot ns 
Pal Parents, rightly improve 'the toregoing 1 bi 


iſcourle. "4 by ; 
ay 


" * 


In my Addreſs to you, I can 1 

as the Apoſtle to the Corinthian, g 6. 

11. My Mouth is full, my Heart is enlarged, 

I have neither Room, nor Ability, to ſay 

all that my affectionate Concern for you, 

doth incline me to ſay. However, | 

r. Let me prevail with you, to be 
thankful to God, tor the Privileges of your 
Birth. You are the Children of the Cove- 

nant, made with Abraham and his Seed; 

to you pertaineth the e and the Pro- 

miſes : Lou are of the ſpiritual Stock of A. 
brabam; on ſuch Accounts as theſe, your 
Privileges are greater than to be born of 
7 what in the Eſtimation of the World is 
> noble Blood; and this is by the peculiar Fa- 
> your of God, who appointeth unto all Men 
y the Bounds of their Habitation. Now look 
: to it diligentiy, leſt ther? be among you any 
$ profane Perſon, as Eſau, who for one Mor- 
y Þ ſel of Meat ſold his Birth-Right. Do not 
d make light of your ſpiritual Privileges ; 
n but while you are thankful for many tem- 
55 poral Advantages of your Parentage and 
be Birth that you enjoy ; forget not thoſe of 
2 ſpiritual Nature, which do as far exceed 
the 


6 The Re 1G1ous CARE 
= the former, as the Soul is preferable to the 
_— or Heaven to be eſteem'd above this 


— 


dbde thankful to God and your Pa- 
es the Care that hath. been ſhewn 
RT yin your good Education, You 
are Beanato be thankful to your Parents, 

ae ln in the Hand of Providente, 1 
tho! herein they did no more, than was | 

” their Duty to do: And your higheſt Praiſes 
ought to be given to tlie Cod of all Grace. ; 
IFyon' have any Jngenuity,, you will be 
thanktul, that your naked Bodies have been 0 
cloathed, and hungry Bellies filled; and c 

c 

C 


your ignorant and rude Minds have been 
informed and: cultivated above theſe, who 
are moſt barbarous and brutiſh. That c 


your. Patents have been able and willing, 7 
to give you what is called a genteel or 2 
a liberal Education; and it may. ſerve to q 
excite your Thankfiuneſs to God, and'Gra- 7 
titude to your Parents, when you obſerve 7 
many Spectacles of Miſery, who are. moſt 7 
wretched for the Want of what you have 0 
enjoyed. Tis certainly true, that Chil- 6 
dren on ſome Account are more beholden « 
to their Parents for their good Education, « 
than for bringing them into the World. 6 


But if you have any Senſe of Religion on 

your Minds; if you have any Love to 

rod and Goodneſs in your Hearts, you will . 

be eſpecially thankful for the unſpeakable 
Ad- 
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Advantages. of a religious Education; and 
to excite you | | 
Conſideration, the many miſerable Objects, 
that may too commonly be found, who are 
miſerable here, and like to be ſo for ever, 
becauſe in the Words of a Great Men * 
s Their Parents train them up for-Ruim 
6 and Deſtruction; in the Service of the 


& Devil, and in the Trade and Miſtery of 


< Tniquity : Who inſtead of teaching them 
« the Fear of the Lord, infuſe into them 
<«. the Principles of Atheiſm, and Irreltgion, 
“ and Profareſs: Inſtead of teaching them 
© to love and reverence Religion, they 
© teach them to hate and deſpiſe it, and to 
“ mgke a Mock both of Sz and Holwefs: 
cc Inſtead of training them up in the Nuotu- 
« ledg of the Hoh Scriptures, which are able 
« to make Men, wiſe to Salvation, they 
«do edificare ad Gebhennam; they edi- 
&« fy them for Hell; by teaching them, to 
« prophane that Holy Root, and to abuſe 
« the Wd ef God, which they ought to 
*. tremble at, by turning it into Jeft and 
* Raillery: Inſtead of teaching them to 
* pray and to bleſs the Name of Gad, they 
teach them, to laſpheme that great and 
terrible Name, and to prophane it by their 
* continual. Oaths and Imprecatious: And 


* ä 
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* Arch- Brſhep Tilletſon. Serm. on Prov. 22. 6. 


o, let me offer to you 
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= « inſtead of bringing them to God's 
| 1 ; c Church, they carry them to the Devil's 
1 cc Chapels, to P lay-Houſes, and Places of 
cc Debauchery; thoſe Schools and Nurſeries 
& of Lewaneſs and Vice. er 
3. The principal Thing I would per- 
ſuade you to, is, to be very careful, that 
you receive not this Grace of God in vain, 
See to it, that you do not cut off the En. 
tail of Covenant Bleſſings from your ſelves 
and your Poſterity allo, by your wicked 
Lives, and Actions contrary to the good 
Principles and Precepts you have receiv'd, 
Think on the Words of David, to his Son 
Solomon, 1 Chron. 28. 9. Thou Solomon, my 
Son, know thou the God of thy Father, and 
ſerve him with a perfect Heart, and with 
a willing Mind; for the Lord ſearcheth 
all Hearts, and underſtandeth all the Ima- 
ginations of the Thoughts : If thou ſeck him, 
be will be found of thee ; but if thou forſake 
him, he will caſt thee off for ever. The 
latter Words in my Text are thought to 
be conditional; that God would hring up- 
on Abraham's Poſterity the Thing, the good 
Things, he had ſpoken of, if his Children 
and Houſhold after him did keep the Way of tt 
the Lord, | to 

How many Prodigals do fooliſhly and yo 
wickedly ſquander away their Patrimom, p 
and waſte large Eſtates; the Inheritances thi 
of their Anceſtors: And what is yet more pa 

| to 
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to be lamented, how many may be found, 
that have forfeited, and are deſtitute of 


what was once the Glory of their Anceſtors, 
Covenant BLess1INGs. Our Saviour tells us, 


many ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and 


ſhall ſat down with Abraham: and Iſaac, 


and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven. But 


the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be cafs 
out into outer Darkneſs, Matth. 8. 11; 12. 
It followeth, There fall be weeping and 
gnaſhing, of Teeth ; and none will weep and 
wail ; none will be more grievouſiy tor- 
mented, than theſe Children of the King- 
dom, when they are caſt out. Think, O 
think, before it is too late, and may it 
be to good Purpoſe, will any of you be 
the only Perſons, that go to Hell out of 
your Families? Are you willing, to be 
eternally baniſhed from all your near and 
dear Relations, at as great a Diſtance, as 
between Heaven and Hell? Time was, at 
leaſt you were afraid of a Father's Eye and 
Reſentment ; perhaps the Sighs and Tears 
of your Parents have ſometimes touched 
your Hearts: You have been at times de- 
lighted with their Smiles, and joyful in 
their Preſence. But how will you be able 
to ſee them in the great Day? How will 
you be then confounded, if they muſt ap- 
pear as Witnefles againſt you, and applaud 
the righteous Sentence of Condemnation 


paſſed upon you. 8 
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50 The RELIGIOUS CARE 


What hath been ſaid under this Head, 
ſhould alſo be conſider'd and applied with 
ſome little Alteration by ſuch Children, as 
are by the Kindneſs of well diſpoſed Per- 
ſons, brought up in C harity-bools, with a. 
due Regard to the great Principles and Du- 
ties of the Chriſtian Religion. The men- 
tioning of this, leads me to a ſecond 
Branch of my Application, as ſuitable to 
the Occaſion ot this Diſcourſe. 

I was deſired to preach and print this 
Sermon, for the Benefit of one of the oldeſt 
Charity-Shools (the very firſt, as I am in- 
formed, among the Diſſenters) of which 
there are now iuch great Numbers in this 
Nation : But the Deſign of this' and other 


Sermons of this kind, is not only, nor chiet- 


ly, to make charitable Collections, or obtain 
Gifts, for defraying the Charge of ſuch 
Schools: There is a further End, princi- 
pally to be aimed at, namely, the giving 
proper Directions and Motives from the 

ord of Cod, tor the right Management 
of this Charity, ſo as that it may turn to 
the beſt Account at laſt, of all chat are 
concerned therein. And as I have had 
this in View all along. So in the Conclu- 
ſion, 

1. Let me addreſs my ſelf to then, 
who have the Management of theſe Charity- 
Schools, and the Tuition of the Children, 


belonging thereto, And as I am bound 
to 
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to commend your Labour of Love; and 
pray to God, that you may not loſe 


your Reward; ſo let me perſuade you, not 
only to regard the temporal Welfare of the 


Children,'taken under your Care, in cloath- 
ing their Bodies, and giving them fuch E- 
ducation at preſent, as well as by putting 
them out Apprentices hereafter, to ho- 
neſt Employments; but to take the moſt 
effectual Care for the training them up 
in Chriſtian Knowledge, and the Love 
and Practice of rea] Goodneſs : And as 
you ſhould narrowly obſerve their M- 
rals, in the whole of their Behaviour, 
and particularly in their Words ; fo let 
the moſt deſerving in this Reſpect, al- 
ways receive the firſt and greateſt Fa- 
yours from you, I am afraid, too ma- 
ny Maſters and Miſtreſſes of theſe School's 
are too negligent in this Matter; and 
the ill Behaviour of many of theſe Chil- 
dren, when out of the Schools, is a great 
Diſcouragement to many, in contribu- 
ting to the Maintenance of them: And it 
is to be feared, may hinder the Bleſſings 
of Heaven, from deſcending ſo freely, as 

otherwiſe might be hoped tor. 
And there is one Thing further, you 
ſhould be moſt eſpecially carefnl about, 
That you do not turn theſe Charity- 
Schools into Nurſeries of the very worſt 
Uncharitablenefi, If party Zeal be infuſed 
G 2 into 
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into Children, under Pretence of fortity- 
ing them againſt Schiſm, or a Veneration tor 
outward Garbs, and Rites, and Ceremomes 
of Religion, and a Fondneſs for ſome di- 
viding Names among Chriſtians and Pro- 
teſtants, are taught Children, inſtead of vi- 
tal Religion and real Goodneſs ; It muſt 
not be wondered at, if Men of the beſt 
Diſpoſition, as well as of the greateſt Ability 
to do good, do ſo far dread the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Proceedings, as to refule 
their helping Hand in the ſowing the Seeds 
of ſo much future Miſchief. | 

2. Let me conclude with earneſt Ex- 
hortations to other Perſons, that they would 
promote this good Work, of religiouſly 
and virtuouſly Educating thole Children, 
whoſe Parents are not able, or willing to 
do this great Kindneſs for them. I would 
willingly hope, that notwithſtanding all F 
Objections to the contrary (how juſt 1 © 
loever ſome of them may be) much r 
good is, and will be done by the Multi- C 
tude of ſuch Schools in the Kingdom, | e 
and that theſe will prove a happy Omen: 1 9 
believe this Way, God in his wiſe and Þ 
good Providence, will even of Stones raiſe 
up Children to Abraham; and from the moſt 
unlizely Families, he will call ſome to 
himſelf, that ſhall ſu ly the Room of 
the many degenerate Plus to be found 
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in our Day. As all Sorts of Perſons ſhows 
| WII“ 


f FAMILIES recommended. 53 
willingly contribute to this good Work, 
ſo eſpecially, ſhould they do this, who 


themſelves have had a good Education, and 
know by happy Experience the great and 


many Advantages thereof; and they allo, 


who have no Children of their own, thould 
thus far adopt the Children of the Poor, as 
to help forward their good Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs : They alſo, that have large 
Eſtates, more it may be, than they know well 
what to do with, or how they ſhall well 
account for, among othey charitable Works, 
ſhould take this into their Conſideration. 
Whilſt I would perſuade them, to engage 
in this Affair, who never yet have concern- 
ed themſelves herein, let me defire thoſe, 


who have been long employed in this La- 


bour of Love, and indeed are ready to every 
good Work, to remember the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 9, 10. Let us not be weary 
of well doing, for in due Seaſon we fhall 
reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore 
Opportunity, let us do good unto all Men, 
al, unto them, who are of the Houſhold 
of Fuith, Amen. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HE CHARIT Y- SCHOOL in 

Gravel-Lane in SOUTHWARK, 
is the firſt of that Sort, of which there are 
now a great many, among the Diſſenteri. 
It was founded in the Year 1687, when 
we had the diſmal Apprehenſions of PO- 
PERY and SLAVERY as near ap- 
proaching. | 

It is ſituate in one of the pooreſt Parts, 
about the City of LONDON, where 
there are great Numbers of Children of 
Watermen, and poor People, who are not 
able to bear the neceſſary Expences of 
keeping their Children at School. 

The Children are taught to Read, and 
Write, and Cypher; and are inſtructed in 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
from the Aſſemblies Catechiſm ; and no un- 
charitable Diſtinction of Parties or Deno- 
minations are made in the Objects of this 
Charity. | 

There were but about Forty or Fiſty 
Children taken in at firſt; but now, thro 
the Benevolence of ſeveral well diſpoſed 


Perſons, the Number is increaſed to above 
One Hundred. 


Not 
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Not only, have ſeveral Bibles, Teſtaments, 
and Catechiſms been given frequently to the 
r Scholars, but ſome of them, particu- 
larly the laſt Year, have been cloathed and 
put out Apprentices. 

The Charge hath been defrayed hitherto 
by ſome charitable Subſcriptions, and an An- 
nual Collection every New-Years-Day : And 
the Managers hope, that other Perſons will 
ſtill ſo far encourage this good Work, as 
to enable them, to make it yet more ex- 
tenſive and beneficial, 


SS 


Newh printed for, 


XN Expoſition, of the 014 and ' New Teſtament: 
: A | * each Chapter is ſumm'd up in its Con- 
tents; the Sacred Text inſerted at large, dn diſtinct Para 
graphs; each Paragraph reduced to its proper Heads; the 
Senſe given, and largely illuſtrated ; with practical Re- 
marks and Obſervations: By the late Reverend Mr. Aar 
them Henry, in Six Volumes in Flio. . 
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II. & complete Collettioh of the Sermons of the Reve- 


rend and Learnel J 0 HN OW EN, D. D. formerly pu- 
liſhed ; with an Addition of thirty more, never 55 
rinted : Alſo ſeveral valuable Tracts, now firſt publiſh' 
from Manuſcripts; and ſome others, which were very ſcarce: 
To which are added his Latin Oratzons whilſt Vice-Chancellor 


of Oxford, taken from his own Copies: And to the Whole 


are prefixed, Memoirs of his Life; ſome Letters written by 
Him upon pus Occaſions; and -his Funeral Sermon 
preach'd by Mr. David Clarkſen. In vne Volume, - 
III. The Chriftian Do&rineoPthe Trinity, Or Father, 
Son ahd Spirit, Three Perſons and One God, aſſerted and 
proved; with their Divine Rights and Honours, 
vindicated by plain Evidence of Scripture,. without the 
Aid or Incumbrance of Human Schemes. Written chiefly 
for the uſe of private Chriſtians. By the Rey. Mr. Iſaae 
Watts, 1290. Price bound 1 s. 6 d. th | 
IV. A Memorial of the Reformation, chiefly in Ine land; 
and of Britain's Deliverances from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, ſince that time, to the Year 1719. © Containing the 
State of the Reformation under K. Henry VIII. K. Edward 
VI. and Q. Eligabetb; with the Principles and Endeayours 
of thoſe Who have from time to time ſtood for a farther Re- 
formation, as a ſhort Hiſtory of Non-conformity : A parti- 
cular Relatt»p of all the Plots and Conſpiracies of Papiſts 
and others againſt the Retormation, and Civil Liberties of 
the Land : Some ſhort Memoirs of the Civil War in K, 
Charles I. s Time; and a diſtinct Anſwer to the Queſtion, 
II Bo cut eff the King's Head? By the Reverend Mr. B. 
Hennet. The Second Edition, with large Additions, 88s. 


